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ABSTRACT 



The present invention is a system and method for providing 
server selection for mirrored sites. In one embodiment, a 
user requests an address via a local name service (LNS), and 
the local name service requests the address from a server, 
examples of which include an authoritative name server, and 
a Optimizer Name Server (ONS). If the ONS has already 
calculated a best route which applies to this user, and a 
predetermined time applying to the best route has not yet 
expired, then the ONS replies to the user with the best route 
server. In one embodiment, the best route is determined by 
having the ONS server request from all the mirrored servers 
the round trip time to the LNS. This is accomplished by 
having each mirrored server respond to the LNS with a name 
query. In response, the LNS replies with an error message. 
The round trip time is measured from the time the name 
query was sent to the time the error message was received. 
Each mirrored server then sends the measured round trip 
time to the ONS. If, however, the best route has not been 
determined or the predetermined time for the best route has 
expired, then the ONS replies to the user via a selection 
scheme, such as a round robin scheme, and also initiates a 
best route determination to determine which is the best route 
for this user. 

16 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR SERVER 
SELECTION FOR MIRRORED SITES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the InveotioD 

The present invention relates to accessing data on the 
Internet via a computer system. In particular, the present 
invention relates to a system and method for selecting a 
server for requested data. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

With the growing popularity of the Internet, providing 
speedy access to a requested location on the Internet is fast 
becoming a major issue. When a popular web page is hosted 
by a single computer, the Internet traffic to the computer can 
be overwhelming. To solve this problem, several computers 
can be utilized to host the web page such that each hosting 
computer, typically referred to as a server, contains a copy 
of the web page. If there arc many servers at the same 
location, then the network connection to that location can 
become choked during a time of high Internet traffic. To 
avoid choking the network connection, mirrored servers can 
be located at different sites. These sites are herein referred to 
as mirrored sites. The use of multiple computers to host a 
web page is typically referred to as mirroring servers. 

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate basic conununication lines in the 
Internet. FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the basic organization 
of the Internet. Groups of networks lOOA-lOOC, 
lOOD-lOOF, and lOOG-lOOI, are shown to be connected via 
routers 102A-102R A set of networks and routers combine 
to create an autonomous system (AS). A collection of 
networks within an AS can consistently perform various 
tasks with standards and protocols within the AS 
104A-104C. Each AS 104A-104C is shown to be coupled 
with another AS via a gateway 106A-106B. Gateways 
106A-106B typically contain enough information about the 
Internet such that each gateway has data related to every 
other gateway. Each gateway typically has routing tables 
which contains information relating to a route from point A 
to point B for the entire Internet. 

FIG, 2 is a block diagram illustrating a path taken by a 
user's request for a particular address, and the path taken in 
receiving that address. FIG. 2 shows user 200 requesting an 
address, such as www.sun.com, from a local name service 
201. The user's local name service 201 may be a service 
such as Netcom or AT&T. The local name service 201 then 
requests the address for sim.com from a domain name 
service (DNS) server 202a. Typically, the DNS server 202fl 
requests the address for sun.com from another DNS server 
202^, which in turn will typically request another DNS 
server 202c. This series of requests continues xmtil the 
request for the address of sun.com arrives at an authoritative 
name service (Authoritative NS) 204. The authoritative NS 
204 can determine the address of sun.com. In the example 
shown in FIG. 2, mirrored servers IP12 06fl, IP2 2066, and 
IP3 206c are shown to be utilized. The authoritative NS 204 
determines which server 206fl-206c address to respond to 
the request for an address such as sun.com. The mirrored 
servers 206fl-206c can be located in various geographically 
diverse locations such as an east location, west location, and 
an European location. An advantage of having mirrored 
servers located at various locations is that multiple locations 
can accommodate more Internet traffic than a sing^le loca- 
tion. A further advantage of having mirrored servers in 
various locations is that if the user is located in Europe, 
accessing the European server 206c is most likely faster than 
the European user accessing the west coast server 206c. 
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The authoritative NS 204 can select a mirrored server 
based on several factors. These factors include the load on 
each server or the user's location. Ideally, the requested 
address should be returned to the user very quickly and 

5 download into the user's computer system as quickly as 
possible. The time between the request being sent out and 
the address being received is referred to latency. The time it 
takes to download the requested data is typically determined 
by the bandwidth. 

Once the authoritative NS 204 detentnines which mirrored 
server the user should access, the authoritative NS 204 
returns the address of the selected miaored server back to 
the user via the route taken by the user's request. 

A problem arises when a user bookmarks a particular web 
page. When a user bookmarks a particular web page, the 
user is typically bookmarking a particular server. For 
instance, if a iiser in California is sent to the European server 
206c, and the user bookmarks the page, then when the user 
recalls the page from a bookmark, then the user will return 
to the European server 206c. However, the second time the 

20 user accesses the European server 206c, the European server 
may be heavily loaded, ^ile the eastern server 206a may 
have a light load. In that situation, it may be better for the 
user to access the eastern server 206a rather than the 
European server 206c. Since the user has bookmarked a 

25 particular server, whatever scheme was instituted in the 
authoritative NS 204 is typically defeated. Additionally, if 
the user has bookmarked a particular server, it is better for 
the user if the bookmarked server can be accessed quickly. 
For instance, the user in California may be in a more optimal 

3Q situation if the bookmarked server was located closer to the 
user than the European server 206c. These potential prob- 
lems related to bookmarking typically occur in Http redirect 
mechanisms which are not transparent to the user. 

The address given by the authoritative NS 204 is typically 

35 valid for a predetermined limited amount of time. If the user 
requests access to the same web page which the user had 
previously requested, the user should ask the authoritative 
NS 204 again for the address of the web page if the previous 
amount of time has expired since the last request. In this 

40 manner, the authoritative NS 204 can reevaluate the situa- 
tion and redetermine which server to route the user. 

Several schemes for determining which of the mirrored 
servers to use has been utilized by various authoritative NS's 
204. One such scheme is a load balancing named (LB 

45 named) system scheme. In this scheme, the authoritative NS 
204 determines how many users are being served by each 
mirrored server and routes a new user to the mirrored server 
with the least load. The load is determined by the number of 
people accessing the server at a given time and the power of 

50 the server. The problem with the LB-named scheme is that 
although it factors load balancing, the scheme is indifferent 
to the location of the user. The location of the user is 
typically a factor in determining latency. If the user is very 
far from the assigned server, then it will typically take longer 

55 to access the far server than if the user was very close to the 
server, even if the closer server's load is heavier than the 
farther server's load. 

Another scheme which is conventionally used by the 
authoritative NS 204 is the round robin DNS. The round 

60 robin DNS simply takes turns on which server is to be used. 
The problem with the round robin DNS scheme is that it 
does not take into consideration the various loads of the 
mirrored servers at any given time. Additionally, the round 
robin DNS scheme also fails to take into consideration the 

65 location of the user Accordingly, the two factors of latency 
and bandwidth are not typically considered in the round 
robin scheme. 
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Yet another scheme can be referred to as an AS hop count 
scheme. In the AS hop count scheme, autonomous systems 
located between the user and a mirrored server are counted 
and the server with the smallest number of autonomous 
systems located between the user and the server is selected 
for use by that user. The AS hop count scheme assumes that 
the factors of bandwidth and latency are approximately 
reflected in the number of autonomous systems located 
between the user and a server. However, in practice, autono- 
mous systems can be various sizes and a small autonomous 
systems typically cannot accommodate as much trafiSc as a 
large autonomous system. Accordingly, a route including a 
larger number of autonomous systems may actually be faster 
than a route with a smaUer number of autonomous systems 
if a very small As is included in the route with the smaller 
ntunber of autonomous systems. 

What is needed is a system and method for a server 
selection for mirrored sites which optimizes access and is 
transparent to the user. The present invention addresses such 
a need. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is a system and method for pro- 
viding server selection for mirrored sites. In a preferred 
embodiment, a user requests an address via a local name 
service, and the local name service requests the address from 
a server, examples of which include an authoritative name 
server, and an Optimizer Name Server (ONS). If the ONS 
has already calculated a best route which applies to this user, 
and a predetermined time applying to the best route has not 
yet expired, then the ONS replies to the user with the best 
route server. If, twDwever, the best route has not been 
determined or the predetermined time for the best route has 
expired, then the ONS replies to the user via a selection 
scheme, such as a round robin scheme, and also initiates a 
best route determination to determine which is the best route 
for this user. 

In the preferred embodiment, the best route determination 
begins with requesting all the mirrored servers for a round 
trip time to the requesting local name server used by the user. 
Each mirrored server then sends a name query to the local 
name server (LNS). The LNS then would reply with an error 
message slating that no such name exists. Each mirrored 
server then determines its own round trip time for the name 
query and the error message and sends the round trip time to 
the ONS. The ONS receives the round trip times of all 
mirrored servers and determines which mirrored server has 
the shortest round trip time (best route). The best route 
determination is then stored for a predetermined time. If the 
same LNS requests an address from the ONS within that 
predetermined time, then the mirrored server with the best 
route for that particular LNS is utihzed. 

Alternatively, rather than each mirrored server sending a 
name query to the LNS, each mirrored server sends an 
Internet control message protocol (ICMP) echo packet to the 
LNS. When the echo packet is returned from the LNS, then 
a round trip time can be determined by each mirrored server. 

A method according to an embodiment of the present 
invention for computer server selection in a computer net- 
work including a plurality of servers is presented. The 
method comprising determining whether a best route has 
been determined; selecting one of the plurality of servers as 
a best route server if the best route has been determined; and 
selecting one of the plurality of servers as a selection scheme 
server scheme if the best route has not been determined. The 
selection of the selection scheme server is determined via a 
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selection scheme, wherein the selection scheme does not 
include determining the best route. 

A system according to an embodiment of the present 
invention for computer server selection in a computer net- 
5 work is also presented. The system comprises a plurality of 
servers; and an authoritative name server coupled to the 
plurality of servers. The authoritative name server deter- 
mines whether a best route has been determined. It selects 
one of the plurality of servers as a best route server if the best 
route has been determined, and selects one of the plurality 
of servers as a selection scheme server if the best route has 
not been determined. The selection scheme does not include 
determining the best route. 

IS BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating the basic organization of 
the Internet. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a path taken by a 
2Q user*s request for a particular address, and the path taken in 
receiving that address. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a computer system in which 
an embodiment of the present invention can reside. 

FIG. 4 is a system diagram illustrating the data flow of the 
25 system for providing server selection for mirrored sites 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of a method according to an 
embodiment of the present invention for providing server 
selection for mirrored sites. 

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of a method according to an 
embodiment of the present invention for determination of 
best route as recited in step 508 of FIG. 5. 

FIG. 7 is an alternative method according to an embodi- 
2j mcnt of the present invention for determination of best route 
recited in step 508 of FIG. 5. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

40 The foUowing description is presented to enable one of 
ordinary skill in the art to make and to use the invention and 
is provided in the context of a patent application and its 
requirements. Various modifications to the preferred 
embodiments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the 

45 art and the generic principles herein may be appUed to other 
embodiments. Thus, the present invention is not intended to 
be limited to the embodiment shown but is to be accorded 
the widest scope consistent with the principles and features 
described herein. 

50 FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a general purpose computer 
system suitable for carrying out the processing in accor- 
dance with one embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 
3 illustrates one embodiment of a general purpose computer 
system. Other computer system architectures and configu- 

55 rations can be used for carrying out the processing of the 
present invention. Computer system, made up of various 
subsystems described below, includes at least one micro- 
processor subsystem (also referred to as a central processing 
unit, or CPU) 302. That is, CPU 302 can be implemented by 

60 a single-chip processor or by multiple processors. CPU 302 
is a general purpose digital processor which controls the 
operation of the computer system. Using instructions 
retrieved from memory 310, the CPU 302 controls the 
reception and manipulation of input data, and the output and 

65 display of data on output devices. 

CPU 302 is coupled bi-directionally with memory 310 
which can include a first primary storage, typicaUy a random 
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access memory (RAM), and a second primary storage area, 
typically a read-only memory (ROM). As is well known in 
the art, primary storage can be used as a general storage area 
and as scratch-pad memory, and can also be used to store 
input data and processed data. It can also store programming 5 
instructions and data, in the form of data objects and text 
objects, in addition to other data and instructions for pro- 
cesses operating on CPU 302. Also as well known in the art, 
primary storage typically includes basic operating 
instructions, program code, data and objects used by the 
CPU 302 to perform its fimctions. Primary storage devices 
310 may include any suitable computer-readable storage 
media, described below, depending on whether, for example, 
data access needs to be bi-directional or uni-directional. 
CPU 302 can also directly and very rapidly retrieve and store ^5 
frequently needed data in a cache memory (not shown). 

A removable mass storage device 312 provides additional 
data storage capacity for the computer system, and is 
coupled either bi-directionally or uni-directionally to CPU 
302. For example, a specific removable mass storage device 20 
commonly known as a CD-ROM typically passes data 
uni-directionally to the CPU 302. whereas a floppy disk can 
pass data bi-directionally to the CPU 302. Storage 312 may 
also include computer-readable media such as magnetic 
tape, flash memory, signals embodied on a carrier wave, 25 
PC-CARDS, portable mass storage devices, holographic 
storage devices, and other storage devices. A fixed mass 
storage 320 can also provide additional data storage capac- 
ity. The most common example of mass storage 320 is a hard 
disk drive. Mass storage 312, 320 generally store additional 30 
programming instructions, data, and the like that typically 
are not in active use by the CPU 302. It will be appreciated 
that the information retained within mass storage 312, 320 
may be incorporated, if needed, in standard fashion as part 
of primary storage 310 (e.g. RAM) as virtual memory. 35 

In addition to providing CPU 302 access to storage 
subsystems, bus 314 can be used to provide access other 
subsystems and devices as well. In the described 
embodiment, these can include a display monitor 318, a 
network interface 316, a keyboard 304, and a pointing 40 
device 306, as well as an auxiliary input/output device 
interface, a sound card, speakers, and other subsystems as 
needed. The pointing device 306 may be a mouse, stylus, 
track ball, or tablet, and is useful for interacting with a 
graphical user interface. 45 

The network interface 316 allows CPU 302 to be coupled 
to another computer, computer network, or telecommunica- 
tions network using a network connection as shown. 
Through the network interface 316, it is contemplated that 
the CPU 302 might receive information, e.g., data objects or 50 
program instructions, from another network, or might output 
information to another network in the course of performing 
the abovedescribed method steps. Information, often repre- 
sented as a sequence of instructions to be executed on a 
CPU, may be received from and outputted to another 55 
network, for example, in the form of a computer data signal 
embodied in a carrier wave. An interface card or similar 
device and appropriate software implemented by CPU 302 
can be used to connect the computer system to an external 
network and transfer data according to standard protocols. 60 
That is, method embodiments of the present invention may 
execute solely upon CPU 302, or may be performed across 
a network such as the internet, intranet networks, or local 
area networks, in conjunaion with a remote CPU that shares 
a portion of the processing. Additional mass storage devices 65 
(not shown) may also be connected to CPU 302 through 
network interface 316. 
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An auxiliary I/O device interface (not shown) can be used 
in conjunction with computer system. The auxiliary I/O 
device interface can include general and customized inter- - 
faces that allow the CPU 302 to send and, more typically, 
receive data from other devices such as microphones, touch- 
sensitive displays, transducer card readers, tape readers, 
voice or handwriting recognizers, biometrics readers, 
cameras, portable mass storage devices, and other comput- 
ers. 

In addition, embodiments of the present invention further 
relate to computer storage products with a computer read- 
able medium that contain program code for performing 
various computer-implemented operations. The computer- 
readable medium is any data storage device that can store 
data which can thereafter be read by a computer system. The 
media and program code may be those specially designed 
and constructed for the purposes of the present invention, or 
they may be of the kind well known to those of ordinary skill 
in the computer software arts. Examples of computer- 
readable media include, but are not limited to, all the media 
mentioned above: magnetic media such as hard disks, floppy 
disks, and magnetic tape; optical media such as CD-ROM 
disks; magneto-optical media such as floptical disks; and 
specially configured hardware devices such as application- 
specific integrated circuits (ASICs), programmable logic 
devices (PLDs), and ROM and RAM devices. The 
computer-readable medium can also be distributed as a data 
signal embodied in a carrier wave over a network of coupled 
computer systems so that the computer-readable code is 
stored and executed in a distributed fashion. Examples of 
program code include both machine code, as produced, for 
example, by a compfler, or files containing higher level code- 
that may be executed using an interpreter. 

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the 
above described hardware and software elements are of 
standard design and constmction. Other computer systems 
suitable for use with the invention may include additional or 
fewer subsystems. In addition, bus 314 is iflustrative of any 
interconnection scheme serving to link the subsystems. The 
computer system shown in FIG. 3 is but an example of a 
computer system suitable for iise with the invention. Other 
computer architectures having different configurations of 
subsystems may also be utilized. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a system according to an 
embodiment of the present invention for providing service 
selection for mirrored sites. FIG. 4 also shows the data flow 
between components. A user 400 sends a request for an 
address to the user's local name service 402. The local name 
service 402 then requests the address from an Optimizer 
Name Server (ONS) 404. The request from the local name 
server (local NS) 402 may route through several servers 
prior to reaching the ONS 404. 

The ONS 404 is preferably a name server which can 
specificaUy answer queries, such as name queries. Although 
the ONS can work with more than one name, it is limited to 
approximately two or three names. Alternatively, the name 
server 404 can be a conventional ANS. Accordingly, a 
conventional ANS can be used either in addition to a ONS 
or in place of a ONS to handle a greater number of names. 
The ONS and the mirrored servers are preferably imple- 
mented in JAVA™. Further details of the functions of the 
ONS will be described in conjunction with FIGS. 5, 6, and 
7, 

The data flow shown in FIG. 4 can best be understood 
when referred to in conjunction with FIGS. 5, 6, and 7. FIG. 
5 is a flow diagram of a method according to an embodiment 
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of the present invention for server selection for mirrored 
sites. FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of a method for best route 
determination of step 508 in FIG. 5. FIG. 7 is an alternative 
method for the best route determination of step 508 in FIG. 
5. 

The method according to the present invention for pro- 
viding service selection for mirrored sites can be seen in the 
examples shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. The user 400 requests an 
address with a name to the local NS (LNS) 402 in step 500. 
The LNS eventually contacts and requests the address from 
the ONS 404 via step 502. It is then determined by the ONS 
if a best route has already been determined for this LNS 
which is still valid via step 504. A best route determination 
is preferably only valid for a predetermined time, such as 
thirty minutes. If a best route has been determined for this 
LNS which is still v^athin the predetermined time, then the 
ONS 404 replies to the LNS 402 with the best route mirrored 
server via step 506. 

If, however, the best route has not been determined for 
this LNS, or the predetermined time has expired, then the 
ONS 404 replies to LNS 402 via a selection scheme, such as 
a round robin scheme, via step 508. Additionally, if a best 
route has not been determined for this LNS, a best route 
determination for the LNS is initiated with step 508. 

A preferred method according to an embodiment of the 
present invention of best route determination (step 508 of 
FIG. 5) can be described in connection with references to 
FIGS. 4 and 6. In initiating best route determination, the 
ONS 404 requests from all the mirrored servers 406a-406fc 
the round trip time to the LNS 402 via step 600. Each 
mirrored server 406^-4066 then sends a name query to the 
LNS 402 via step 602. The LNS 402 then replies with an 
error message stating that the requested name does not exist 
via step 604. Each mirrored server 406fl-406fe then deter- 



ing to the present invention may be stored in some form of 
computer readable medium such as memory or CD-ROM or 
transmitted over a network, and executed by a processor. 
Although the present invention has been described in 

5 accordance with the embodiments shown, one of ordinary 
skill in the art will readily recognize that there could be 
variations to the embodiment and these variations would be 
within the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
Accordingly, many modifications may be made by one of 

10 ordinary skill in the art wdthout departing from the spirit and 
scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A method for computer server selection in a computer 
network including a plurality of servers, the method com- 

15 prising: 

determining whether a best route has been determined; 
determining if a predetermined time has expired after the 

best route has been determined, and either, 
selecting one of the pliu-ality of servers as a best route 
server if the best route has been determined and the 
predetermined time has not expired; or 
selecting one of the plurality of servers as a selection 
scheme server if the best route has not been determined 
or if the predetermined time has e?qpired, the selection 
of the selection scheme server being determined via a 
selecdon scheme, wherein the selection scheme does 
not include determining the best route. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the selection scheme 
is a round robin scheme. 

3. The method of claim 1, further including a step of 
determining the best route if the best route has not been 
determined. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the determination of 
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via sxep ou*». iiaco mirroicu »civci wwm— wwi^ uuwu v^w^w — , 

mines the round trip lime from the time the name query was 35 best route includes determining a round trip tmie from one 

. . .t *t ^^^:,,^A nAr, e-if,-n ^IIA nf iUo t>\jjn\it\i f\f «>n7prc trt 3 Inrfll name server. 



sent to the time the error message was received via step 606. 
Each mirrored server 406fl and 406b then sends its round trip 
time to the ONS 404 via step 608. The ONS 404 can then 
determine which mirrored server has the best route for this 
particular LNS 402 via step 610. The best route is equivalent 
to the fastest route. The best route is then stored for a 
predetermined time via step 612. 

When the LNS 402 requests an address via step 614, it is 
determined whether the pre determined time has expired in 



40 



Step 616. If so, then the ONS 404 repUes to the LNS 402 via 45 to the local name server. 



of the plurality of servers to a local name server. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the determination of 
the round trip time includes a step of sending a name query 
to the local name server. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the determination of 
the roimd trip time includes a step of receiving an error 
message &X)m the local name server. 

7. The method of claim 4, wherein the deteraaination of 
the round trip time includes a step of sending an echo packet 



8. The method of claim 7, wherein the determination of 
the round trip time includes a step of receiving a returning 
echo packet from the local name server. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the determination of 
50 best route includes determining a first rouind trip time from 

a first one of the plurality of servers to a local name server 
and a second round trip time from a second one of the 
plurality of servers to the local name server 
7. me UNb 404 request iron. a., me mnx„n=u :». v«» . W- 1^ method of claim 9, wherein the 6"^' '""''d trip 
406a-406fc the round trip time to the LNS 402 via step 700. ss time and the second round tnp tmie is compared to deter- 
Lh mirrored server 406fl-^06fc then sends an echo packet mine which one of the first and second servers has the best 
to LNS 402 via step 702. An echo packet is an Internet route. , .-ij 

a,nUol Method Profocal (ICMP) packet which is returned U. The method of clami 1 wherein the best route inckdes 
by the receiver when the receiver receives the echo packet. a shortest round tnp time between one of the plurahty of 
Echo packets are commonly known in the industry. Each 60 servers and a local name server. 



a selection scheme, such as a round robin scheme, via step 
620 and a best route determination is initiated via step 600. 
If, however, the predetermined time has not expired via step 
616, then the LNS 402 is assigned to the mirrored server 406 
with the best route via step 618. 

An alternative method according to an embodiment of the 
present invention for the best route determination (step 508 
of FIG. 5) can be described in conjimction with FIGS. 4 and 
7. The ONS 404 requests from all the mirrored servers 



mirrored server 406fl-4066 then receives a reUira echo 
packet from the LNS 402 via step 704. Each mirrored server 
406a-406b then determines a round trip time and sends the 
round trip time to the ONS 404 via step 706. The remaining 
step 708-718 are the same as steps 610-620 of FIG. 6. 

A method and system for providing server selection for 
mirrored sites has been disclosed. Software written accord- 



65 



12. A system for computer server selection in a computer 
network including a pluraUty of servers, the system com- 
prising: 

means for determining whether a best route has been 
determined; 

means for determining if a predetermined time has 
expired after the best route has been determined; 
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means for selecting one of the plurality of servers as a best 
route server if the best route has been determined and 
the predetermined time has not expired; and 

means for selecting one of the plurality of servers as a 
selection scheme server if the best route has not been 
determined or if the predetermined time has expired, 
the selection of the selection scheme server being 
determined via a selection scheme, wherein the selec- 
tion scheme does not include determining the best 
route. 

13. A system for computer server selection in a computer 
network, the system comprising: 

a plurality of servers; and 

an authoritative name server coupled to the plurality of 
servers, wherein the authoritative name server deter- 
mines whether a best route has been determined, and 
selects one of the plurality of servers as a best route 
server if the best route has been determined and if a 
predetermined time has expired after the best route has 
been determined; or selects one of the plurality of 
servers as a selection scheme server, if the best route 
has not been determined or if the predetermined time 
has expired, wherein the selection scheme does not 
include determining the best route. 

14. A computer program product for computer server 
selection in a computer network including a plurality of 
servers, comprising: 

computer code determining whether a best route has been 
determined; 

computer code determining if a predetermined time has 
expired after the best route has been determined; and 
either: 

computer code selecting one of the plurality of servers as 
a best route server if the best route has been determined 
and the predetermined time has not expired; 
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computer code selecting one of the plurality of servers as 
a selection scheme server if the best route has not been 
determined or if the predetermined time has expired, 
the selection of the selection scheme server being 
determined via a selection scheme, wherein the selec- 
tion scheme does not include determining the best 
route; and 

a computer readable medium that stores the computer 
codes. 

15. The computer program product of claim 14, wherein 
the computer readable medium is selected from the group 
consisting of CD-ROM, floppy disk, tape, flash memory, 
system memory, hard drive, and data signal embodied in a 
carrier wave. 

16. A method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request of service for one of a plurality of 
servers any which of one can process the request; 

determining if a best route to a best server among the 
plurality of servers has previously been defined; and 
either: 

determining if the best route is valid by determining if a 
predetermined time period has lapsed since the best 
server was defined; and 

routing the request to the best server if the best rout is 
valid; or 

selecting one of the plurality of servers to process the 
request using a selection scheme if either the best 
server has not been previously defined or if the prede- 
termined time period has lapsed, the selection scheme 
not using a best route determining scheme in selecting 
the selected server. 
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